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Joseph D Lewandowski is an educator, researcher and author whose work focuses 

on sport, social capital, and inequality in the urban milieu. The former holder of 

the Fulbright-Masaryk Distinguished Chair in Social Studies (Czech Republic), 

Lewandowski currently serves as Professor of Philosophy at the University of 

Central Missouri (USA). He is also a member of the editorial board of the Journal 

of the Philosophy of Sport and a working group fellow at the Legatum Institute. 

Among his many publications in social capital theory, Lewandowski is the author 

of ‘Sport, Trust, and Social Capital’ (Comparative Sociology), co-editor of Trust and 

Transitions: Social Capital in a Changing World and, more recently, Urban Social 

Capital: Civil Society and City Life. His work has been published in German, 

Czech, and Polish, and appears in journals such as Theory, Culture, and Society, 

Journal of Poverty, Journal of Social Philosophy, Journal of the Philosophy of 

Sport, Philosophy and Social Criticism, and elsewhere. Lewandowski’s current 

book in the philosophy and sociology of sport, On Boxing: Critical Interventions in 

the Bittersweet Science (Routledge, 2022), explores the cultural and philosophical 

dimensions of professional pugilism, and includes an extended discussion of 

boxing and social capital.

Studies in social capital, as well as many NGO 

initiatives and related policy-driven government 

programs in the area of community development, 

often appeal to the causal power of participation 

in sport to generate the kinds of generalized trust, 

ties, and networks that make for more cohesive 

and prosperous communities and, indeed, more 

democratic societies. In fact, Robert Putnam’s 

Bowling Alone (2001) takes as the centerpiece 

of its argument the notion that participation in 

bowling clubs in the United States contributed, in 

no small way, to the diversifying and strengthening 

of community and ‘making democracy work’ in 

America. In this way sport is often construed as a 

mechanism for the production of generalized trust 

and, more specifically, ‘bridging social capital’, 

among various ethnoracial and socioeconomic 

groups.

With a focus on bowling and boxing, this webinar 

scrutinizes the ostensible ‘bridging’ functions of 

sport in an effort to make explicit the limits of 

what participation in sport can be expected to 

contribute to the development of cohesive but 

diverse communities and a democratic way of life. 
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